
1

IMAGES IN THE EXHIBITION
FIRE AND BLOOD

Illustration of the laxative effect of figs. 
Hieronymus Bock (1498–1554). 
Hagströmerbiblioteket.

Britta Lena Andersson (1824–1904) or
”Kungsbackagumman” a well known wise woman 
who treats all sorts of ailments. From Fredberg 
C.F.R Det gamla Göteborg (1919).
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From Andreas Vesalius 
De humani corporis fabrica (1543).

Dance of the dead by Gesina ter Borch (1631–1690) Rijksmuseum.

From Hans von Gersdorffs 
Feldt-buch der Wundartzney (1542).
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”Bracka” at Drottningtorget. 
The institution moves to Landala in 1888. 
Photo: Aron Jonason 1900. 
Gothenburg City Museum.

Map of the City of 
Gothenburg 1644 
by Kiettil Klaesson.

Wikimedia Commons. 
Edited by Medicin-
historiska museet.

Map of the city of 
Götheborg 1855.
Riksarkivet.
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The Doctor (1653) by Jan van Staveren after
a painting by Gerrit Dou. Rijksmuseum.

Portrait of Pehr Dubb (1750-1834)
by Lorens Svensson Sparrgren 1804.
From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.

Portrait of director of East Inda Company, 
Niclas Sahlgren (1701–1776). 
In his will Sahlgren leaves a large sum of money 
that is used to build Sahlgrenska hospital.

By Lorens Pasch the elder 1747.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Portrait of Catarina Christina Sahlgren
(1723-1772), married to Niclas Sahlgren.
By Lorens Pasch the elder 1747.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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Lesson for students at the General and Sahlgrenska hospital (ASS) school of nursing 1917. 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Emma Klingberg with her students in Gothenburg, 1890s. 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

RED ROOM - FIRE AND BLOOD 
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Operating theatre, Childrens Hospital Gothenburg. 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Operating theatre, Gothenburg.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Operating theatre, Gothenburg.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections
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Midwifery instruments. From Instrument- och förbandsfabriksaktiebolaget CH.O. WERNER, 
illustrated price catalogue 1900.

Johanna Hedén (1837–1912) head of Gothenburg’s 
midwifery institution from 1867 to 1877. Trained mid-
wife at Stockholm’s midwifery school and Sweden’s 
first female barber surgeon. 
From Pia Höjebergs Jordemor (2011).

Twins in the womb at the begining of labour.
Etching by Andrew Bell from an illustration 
by Jan van Rymsdyk in William Smellies 
A Set of Anatomical Tables (1780). 
Hagströmerbiblioteket.
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BLUE ROOM - DIRT, FILTH AND DISEASE 

1910 an information and support bureau to fight 
tuberculosis opens in Gothenburg. From 1929 
the dispensary is at Stampen. The building is 
originally Gothenburg’s poor house and from
1900s a rest home for patients with lung disease. 
Photograph: Liljenstam 1959.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Dispensary at Stampen. 
Photograph: Liljenstam 1959.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections..

Photograph of lake Sommen at Romanäs sanatorium 1920s
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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Patient at Romanäs 
sanatorium 1907.
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.

Styrsö Coastal Hospital 1943. 
Photograph: Carl Alfred Träff

Forlanini treatment, Vasa sjukhus 1930s.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Patients at Romanäs sanatorium 1907.
From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.

Renströmska sanatorium 1913. 
Photograph: Aron Jonason. Gothenburg 
City Museum.

Tuberculosis pavilion at Sahlgrenska hospital ca 
1925. From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.

Romanäs sanatorium 1907.
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.
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Ågrenska 
convalescent
home 1939. 
From the Medical 
History Museum’s 
collections..

Ågrenska convalescent home 1920s. 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Thora Wigardh 
(1860–1933) 
After completing her 
medical degree, she 
opened a gynaecologi-
cal practice in 1897 
as Gothenburg’s first 
female doctor. 
From the Medical 
History Museum’s 
collections.

Ågrenska convalescent home 1930s. 
From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.
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Oscarsgatan in Majorna 
around 1920. 
Gothenburg City Museum.

Rubbish collection on
Avenyn.
Photograph: Fritz Bruce, 
Gothenburg City Museum.

Saluhallen at Kungstorget 
on market day around 1900.
Gothenburg City Museum
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Sahlgrenska hospital in 1848. Situated at the corner 
of Östra Hamngatan - Spannmålsgatan in Gothenburg. 
Edited by Medical History Museum.

Känsö quarantine station (1805–1934). 
Drawing by C.W. Eckersberg, 1832. Statens Museum for Kunst.

”Le choléra”, 
illustration from 
Le Petit Journal 1912
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Gothenburg Epidemic hospital around 1900. 
Photograph: Aron Jonason. 
Gothenburg City Museum.

District nurses’ emblem.

The Hearse, 
illustration by
Robert Jonsvik
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TURQUOISE ROOM - A NEW ERA

First Sahlgrenska hospital 
1782–1823. 
Situated on Sillgatan, now
Postgatan.

From ”Minnestal vid firandet 
af Sahlgrenska sjukhusets 
hundraåriga tillvaro 
den 31 mars 1882”

Second Sahlgrenska hospital
1823–1855. 
Situated at Östra Hamngatan 11, 
now the Medical History 
Museum.

From ”Minnestal vid firandet 
af Sahlgrenska sjukhusets 
hundraåriga tillvaro 
den 31 mars 1882”

Third Sahlgrenska hospital
1855–1900. 
Situated at Grönsakstorget 
at the bastion Carolus Dux.

From ”Minnestal vid firandet 
af Sahlgrenska sjukhusets 
hundraåriga tillvaro 
den 31 mars 1882”
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Fourth Sahlgrenska hospital
1910-tal. Situated in Änggården. 

Photograph: Aron Jonason
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections..

Central complex completes the 
expansion program 1936–1959. 
The change is so great that it is 
seen as a new hospital: 
The fifth Sahlgrenska. 

Photograph: Änggårdens 
vocational schools. 
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.

Vacuum pipe system at 
caretakers post, Sahlgrenska 
hospital 1959. 

Photograph: Änggårdens 
vocational schools. 
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.
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Photos above : 
Central laboratory 1941. 
Photograph: Sven Sjöstedt. 

Left: 
Microscopic inspection1947. 
Photograph : Änggårdens 
vocational schools.

From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.
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Blood bank, cold room. Photo: Richard Ahlander 1959.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Blood donation. Photo: Richard Ahlander 1959. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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”Big Cerberus”. 
Caretaker outside of eye and ear 
clinics 1930s.

From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.

Extension eye and ear clinics 1955.

Photograph: Änggårdens vocational schools.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Suitcase attic. Photograph: Folke D. Sörvik. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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State School of Nursing in Gothenburg 1965. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Eva Tomsic 1960. 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Eva Tomsic. 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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The new surgery building, 1937. 

Photograph: Sven Sjöstedt
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.
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Sven Johansson (1880–1959)is an 
internationally renowned surgeon 
and orthopedist. He was chief 
physician in surgery at Go-
thenburg Children’s Hospital 
1914–1924 and chief physician at 
Sahlgrenska Hospital 1924–1945.

Image: Sven Johansson, 1920-tal.
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.

”Apollon och Asklepios”
Wall sculpture on Sahlgrenska 
University Hospital’s main facade.

Artist: Stig Blomberg 1959
Photograph: Annika Engström
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Tele radium treatment. 

Photograph: Sven Sjöstedt 1943
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.
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Müller TU1 which provides 
rotating X-ray radiation, 
Siemens equipment and image 
below, medical rounds at 
the Jubilee Clinic.

Photograph: Änggårdens 
vocational schools 1956. 
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.
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Nursery 1956. Photograph: Änggårdens vocational schools. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Nursery 1939. Photograph: Sven Sjöstedt. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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Women’s clinic 1947. 

Photograph: Th. Christiansson
From the Medical History 
Museum’s collections.

Tage Malmström (1911–1995) 
is an obstetrician and started at 
the Women’s Clinic in Gothenburg 
in 1949.

During the 1950s, he develops a 
suction cup to be used in protracted 
births. The suction cup is attached to 
the baby’s scalp with the help of a 
vacuum and the baby is guided 
through the birth canal in 
interaction with the labor.

From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.
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Laundry cart Sahlgrenska hospital 1920s. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Sewing room at the central laundry. Photograph: Sven Sjöstedt 1939. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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Central laundry. photograph: Sven Sjöstedt 1939. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Central laundry. Photograph: Sven Sjöstedt 1939. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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Room on a general ward. 

Photograph: Richard Ahlander 1959
From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.

X-ray department.

Photograph: Änggårdens vocational 
schools  1959. 
From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.

Inspection of X-ray images. 

Photograph: Änggårdens vocational 
schools 1959. 
From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.
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JJörgen Lehmann explains photometry, 1960s. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

The hospital board’s first meeting in 1933. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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GRAY ROOM - ORDER AND CONTROL

Police in front of the guards station in Slottsskogen, early 1900s. Gothenburg Police Pensioners Society.

Corridor at Lillhagens sjukhus, 1930s.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Rue des Moulins, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec 1894.
National Gallery of Art
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Rest area. Care of the mentally impaired, Gibraltar 
Poor and Welfare Institution. Early 1900s. 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Toddlers, children on one of two wards for the 
youngest children at Vidkärrs orphanage.
Photograph from 1940s. 
Gothenburg City Museum.

Dependents at the Gibraltar Poor and Welfare 
Institution. Early 1900s.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Ward for the menatlly impaired Gibraltar Poor and 
Welfare Institution. Early 1900s.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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ORANGE ROOM - A NEW AGE IN PSYCHIATRY

Observation room for treatment in bed. Gothenburg hospital in Backa around 1900.
Gothenburg City Museum.

Long bath treatment, ward for care of the mentally impaired at Gothenburg’s Poor and Welfare 
Institution, early 1900s. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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The large poor care and welfare institution 
Gibraltar opens in 1888 when inmates from 
”Bracka” on Drottningtorget and from other 
poorhouses around Gothenburg are moved 
to the new facility. This institution will also 
be known colloquially as ”Bracka”.

From the Medical History Museum’s 
collections.

Gothenburg hospital in Gamlestan. 
Building demolished 1963. 

Photograph: Harald Widéen 1962. 
Gothenburg City Museum.

1872 Gothenburg’s hospital moves from 
Gamlestan to Hisingen. In 1931, name is 
changed to St. Jörgen’s Hospital. 
The county council takes over care from the 
state in 1967 and provides psychiatric care 
at St. Jörgen’s Hospital until 1992.

Gothenburg City Museum.
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Wood anemone in Lillhags park 1980-tal. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Aerial photograph, Lillhagens hospital 1967. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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Gate keeper’s cottage at Lillhagens southern station 1932. The gate keeper lived here with his family. 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Details of the altar painting, Lillhagen church.

Lillhagens church. Photograph from 1935, the same year 
that the church is offically inaugarated.
From the Medical History Museum’s collections
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From: Ugglan - publication for and by patients and personnel within psychiatry in Gothenburg. Nr 3 1983. v Nr 3.1983 
From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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From: Galenskaper i C-köket Christer Andersson (1996)
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Psychiatrist Hakon 
Sjögren becomes senior 
doctor at Lillhagen 1940. 

He worked at the hospital 
until his retirement in 
1964, the last years as
the hospital’s director. 
He works to develop 
methods to diagnose 
mental illness, 
improve the hospital 
environment and activate 
patients socially.

Photograph: Svenskt 
biografiskt lexikon

Eva White (1923–2020) 
was hired in 1963 as 
director of study activities. 
She remains until 1986 
when she leaves her job 
in protest against cut-
backs.

Photograph from:
Lillhagenmålarna (1989)
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From the film A journey to 
Stenungsön 1964.

From the film A journey to
Stenungsön 1964  in the collections 
of the Medical History Museum.

The images come from some of the 
films from trips, excursions, holidays 
and work therapy that were 
documented by the staff during
The 60s, 70s and 80s. The films that 
are part of the museum’s collections 
are fine time documents of
the everyday and celebrations at 
Lillhagen’s hospital.

From the film Crayfish party 
at Lillhagen 1964.



40

From a film of study activities at
Lillhagen 1979.

Culverts under Lillhagen. 
Photograph: Annika Engström 2021.

Culverts under Lillhagen. 
Photograph: Annika Engström 2021.
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Weaving shed for calm female patients. Lillhagen. 
Foto: Sven Sjöstedt 1947. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.

Occupational therapy, Lillhagens sjukhus. 
Photograph: Änggårdens vocational schools 1956. From the Medical History Museum’s collections.
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Medicinhistoriska museet
Östra Hamngatan 11, 
411 10 Göteborg
+46 (0) 31-342 05 30 
medicinhustoriska.su@vgregion.se

https://medicinhistoriska.sahlgrenska.se


